
HCBs may occur floating in or on the water and can look
like spilled-paint, grass clippings, clumps, or scums.

HCBs may occur attached to plants, rocks, or other 
material and look like films, mats, or gelatinous balls.
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HCBs may be brown, green, or blue-green in color.

Harmful cyanobacterial bloom (HCB) basics:
HCBs are dense accumulations of cyanobacteria
or “blue-green algae”
HCBs can produce toxins that can be lethal to
animals and cause illness in humans
Animals can be exposed to toxins by eating bloom
material, drinking or swimming in water with a
HCB, or licking their fur after contact with a HCB

How can owners protect animals?
You cannot tell if a HCB is toxic by looking at it
Be aware of HCBs in Wyoming waters and keep
animals away from any water with signs of a HCB
Do not let animals drink, swim in, or eat near
discolored or scummy water
Keep animals from licking fur, eating dead fish or
animals found near a HCB, or eating HCB material
If an animal appears sick after contact with a
HCB, immediately rinse them off with clean water
and seek veterinary care

Symptoms in animals can occur minutes to days after exposure to a HCB.

Total microcystins is the most common cyanotoxin found in Wyoming's waterbodies.
Anatoxin-a has been found in waterbodies with mat-forming blooms.

Why should I report HCB-related animal illness and death?
Reporting a HCB-related illness or death will help prevent additional animal and human
exposures and improve understanding of the incidence and impact of HCBs in Wyoming
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Treatment for HCB toxicity in animals:
There are currently no clinically available tests or designated treatments; medical care is supportive
Activated charcoal may be useful within the first hour, and atropine has efficacy with saxitoxin exposure
There is some evidence that treatment with cholestyramine may be helpful for dogs exposed to microcystins 
The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA) provides some information on
treatment at www.aspcapro.org/resource/blue-green-algae-and-other-water-toxinstreatments 
ASPCA Animal Poison Control Center (888-426-4435) or Pet Poison Helpline (855-764- 7661) can provide
specific case consultation
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Exposure history, clinical signs, and diagnosis:
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